
Characteristics of Family  

 

A family, is a group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood, or adoption, 
constituting a single household and interacting with each other in their respective social 
positions, usually those of spouses, parents, children, and siblings. 

 

The family group should be distinguished from a household, which may include 
boarders and roomers sharing a common residence. 

It should also be di>erentiated from a kindred (which also concerns bloodlines), 
because a kindred may be divided into several households. 

 

Frequently the family is not di>erentiated from the marriage pair, but the essence of the 
family group is the parent-child relationship, which may be absent from many marriage 
pairs. 

In some way or the other the family is a universal group. It exists in tribal, rural, and 
urban communities and among the followers of all religions and cultures. It provides the 
most enduring relationship in one form or another. 

 

 

Family: Characteristics & types 

 

A family, is a group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood, or adoption, 
constituting a single household and interacting with each other in their respective social 
positions, usually those of spouses, parents, children, and siblings. 

 

The family group should be distinguished from a household, which may include 
boarders and roomers sharing a common residence. 

It should also be di>erentiated from a kindred (which also concerns bloodlines), 
because a kindred may be divided into several households. 

Frequently the family is not di>erentiated from the marriage pair, but the essence of the 
family group is the parent-child relationship, which may be absent from many marriage 
pairs. 



In some way or the other the family is a universal group. It exists in tribal, rural, and 
urban communities and among the followers of all religions and cultures. It provides the 
most enduring relationship in one form or another. 

 

Characteristics of Family 

 

Family is a basic, definite, and enduring group. 

 

The family is formed by the relatively durable companionship of husband and wife who 
procreate children.  

 

 Family may be limited to the husband, wife, or only the father and his children or only 
the mother and her children. 

Family is generally smaller in size companies to other social groups, organizations, and 
associations. 

 

Family can also be large in size in which persons belonging to several generations may 
live together. 


